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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL; APPROPRIATION BILL 
Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (7.45 pm): I will make a short contribution on a couple of points 

that were examined by the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee in its estimates hearing. 
Firstly, in relation to training, earlier tonight the member for Kawana very eloquently set out the failure 
of this government to establish Jobs Queensland. As he said, it was the centrepiece of Labor’s election 
campaign. Since the election 18 months ago, no permanent board of Jobs Queensland has been 
created. Jobs Queensland was created to drive job creation and also to advise the further education 
sector about where training money should be directed—something that was carried out by the 
ministerial advisory council when the LNP was in government.  

I table a news article from the Courier-Mail of just a few days ago titled ‘Tourism crying out for 
workers as visitor numbers climb’. 
Tabled paper: Article from the Courier-Mail online, dated 8 August 2016, titled ‘Tourism crying out for workers as visitor numbers 
climb’ [1256]. 

It states— 
The demand for workers is on the back of a surge in Chinese visitors to Australia which has created boom-like conditions.  

According to the industry, operators are having to bring in 457 visa workers to fill the specialised areas 
in the tourism industry. The article states further— 
‘It’s a numbers game (but) the skill shortages are definitely now emerging,’ Queensland Tourism Industry Council chief executive 
Daniel Gschwind said.  

… 

‘It’s tough for us and if we grow the industry as we hope to skills shortages will occur.’  

This situation is occurring against the backdrop of a government that has failed to create Jobs 
Queensland—failed to set up any body at all—to advise it about where to direct training funding so that 
we can fill those skill shortages. The LNP’s ministerial advisory council had representatives from all 
parts of business and other parts of this economy to advise where training funding should be going so 
that skill shortages in areas such as tourism and any other areas that are going to experience skill 
shortages can be avoided through directing money into training in those areas.  

This government has failed to establish Jobs Queensland. In the 18 months that it has been in 
office, it has failed to lay down a path for further education and training. Now, sectors such as tourism, 
which are experiencing booms, which are experiencing good times, are struggling to fill jobs with locals 
because of this government’s failure to create training places. I wanted to touch on that, because, 
despite all of its rhetoric, the government is still failing jobseekers in Queensland.  
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I will touch on another issue. It relates to the police portfolio and the fact that the police minister 
continues to have his head in the sand about police vehicle numbers in Queensland. We do not have 
enough police vehicles in Queensland. The Queensland Police Union has stated categorically that it 
needs another 200 vehicles to be able to fill the shortage of police vehicles across the state.  

I have a very real example of this shortage in relation to two stations at Canungra and Tamborine 
Mountain in my electorate. Each station has eight officers and they have one vehicle per station. If 
someone goes out from Canungra to Lamington National Park to pick up a bushwalker, or a lost hiker, 
or whomever, no-one else at the Canungra police station can use a vehicle to do any police work. 

Mr Costigan: Do they ride a horse? 
Mr KRAUSE: They do not ride a horse, but maybe they need to. That is what this police minister 

would have them doing. Sometimes at the Tamborine Mountain station the police officers there get on 
a bike to attend to jobs on the mountain, or they take their own vehicles, but it is not satisfactory. For 
the police minister to sit in the estimates hearing and actually say we have enough police vehicles in 
Queensland when there is all this anecdotal evidence to suggest that there are not enough vehicles is 
just absurd. We have more examples, the Police Union has more examples and the minister needs to 
act to fix this issue so that police can get on and do their job properly to protect our communities.  

In relation to police facilities in my electorate of Beaudesert, the police minister has previously 
shouted across the chamber that if I come over to his side and join his team I will be right and 
Beaudesert will get its new police station. It is absolutely disgraceful to politicise the allocation of police 
resources and make it dependent on what party you are in in this parliament. Beaudesert needs a new 
police station. The minister should hang his head in shame for saying things like that. We need that 
new police station. The police minister knows that we do and the people in the Logan district know that 
as well. This matter should not be politicised like that.  

In relation to the VLAD laws, we heard from the CCC in the hearing that they want to keep them. 
In my consultation with Gold Coast tourism chiefs, the only thing they can say about the police minister 
is that they hope he keeps the VLAD laws because it has made the Gold Coast a lot safer than it was 
before them. Minister, take that message on board from the tourism industry on the Gold Coast and 
elsewhere in Queensland and keep the VLAD laws. The lockout laws have been a terrible failure. Even 
Dr Lynham thinks they are a failure. People in Cairns and on the Gold Coast know they are a failure. 
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